66        THE TREND OF MODERN POETRY

Georgian Poetry was an Indian Summer of
Romanticism ; but it cannot be dismissed as an
ineffectual anachronism. It is true that its poets
were minor figures; that its achievement lay
mainly in the short lyric; that it eschewed
philosophy, satire, the " sublime/5 that its forms
were traditional. But this is true of most Elizabethan
poetry. Poetry may deal with current social and
intellectual problems, but it is ever an affair of
individualities, and we have no right to depreciate
a poet, or a group of poets, because they comment
on their age by negative implication rather than
by direct statement. Sir Edward Marsh was justi-
fied in perceiving a freshness of outlook among his
contributors. The Georgians revitalised naturalism,
and if they lacked the intellectual powers of
Wordsworth and Shelley, they gave to the romantic
stream a new turn which was really enforced by
the contemporary' situation. So long as man
loves the world about him, so long as he
remains sensitive to the life and forms of nature,
so long as he has moods of mild meditation,
whimsical self-analysis, revulsion against urban and
social shackles, poetry of the Georgian kind will
satisfy a vital need. Nor must we ignore the
diversity of their technical accomplishment, their
facility in stanza-forms, their loosening of verse.
Their experiments in the approximation of diction
and movement to those of ordinary conversation
anticipated the general lowering of poetic pitch
that marks our age from its predecessors. Such a
lowering of pitch demands the utmost economy